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SERIOUS EXPOSTULATIONS 


On occaſion of a late extraor- 
dinary Reſolution. 


HE powerful Reaſons, 
' that induced the Com- 
mon Council of London, 
to compliment two late 
Miniſters with the free- 
dom of their City, would have remained 
a ſecret to the World, had not the great 
Orator, by whom they were urged with 
all that force of Elocution, for which 
AS: he 


borrow his own ſublime Words, te A# 


he is ſo ed admired, kindly pu- 
bliſhed them in the N ews-Papers; at 
once to juſtify the Meaſure and give us 


a ſample of his Eloquence. 


; Unacquainted with the Rules of Ora- 
tory, I leave to others to point out and 
admire the Propriety and Elegance of his 
Diction, the Boldneſs and Beauty; the 
Variety and Harmony of his Figures ; 
whilſt, (jealous of an Art juſtly deemed 
the Inſtrument of Error and Deluſion, ) 
I confine my Remarks to the Subſtance 
of his Argument, diveſted of all its 
Flowers and Ornaments. 


The Orator is candid enough to Amt 
the Appointment and Removal of Mi- 
niſters to be the King's Prerogative, or to 


of 


9 


6027 9 

Sacred Power and Sovereign Authority, 
But what is the Concluſion ? Why, 
plainly this (how artfully ſo ever it may ? 
be diſguiſed) that HIs MajzsTY's having 
preſumed to exerciſe this Prerogative in 
the preſent Inſtance without the Advice 
and Conſent of his Great Council in 
Guild-Hall aſſembled, the ſaid Council 
have a Right, and Policy requires them, 
to lament a Procteding ſo unconſtitu- 
tional, and by every mark of their Eſteem 
for thoſe, whom His Ma jesTy has diſ- 
miſled from his Service, to let the World 
know, that they diſapprove of the Mea- 
ſure, and would have prevented it, if their 
Diſcretion, as well as their Duty had not 
required them 7o be filent on that Head. 
This Argument J confeſs is unanſwerable, 

3 and 


— 


(8 
and therefore I muſt content myſelf with 
only aſking a few Queſtions, _ 


What have thoſe Right-Honourable 
Gentlemen done to deſerve ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhing Honors, and a Compliment ſo 
diſreſpectfull to Sacred Power and Sove- 
reign Authority ? EVE 


The Orator's Spe ech affords us no Anſ- 
wer to this Queſtion. But the Compli- 
ment itſelf (which one would almoſt be 
tempted to think had been penned by 
one of thoſe to whom it was addreſſed) 


informs us; 


That their Conduct has been loyal and 
difintereſted, during their ſhort Adminiſ- 
tration, that in reducing the number of 


Place- men they have begun a Scheme of 
publick 


of 
\publick Occonomy, and lofſened the Ex- 
tent of IE IE?" Pres 


5 That they n aſed noble! Efforts to 

ſtem 'a general Torrent of Corruption, 
and to revive, by their Example, t the Love 
of Virtue newt our ene OP 


| That hs ** been nn promote 
a full and impartial Inquiry into the real 
Cauſes of our late Loſſes and Diſgrace. 
And laſtly, that they have been vigilant 
to ſupport the Glory and Indepen- 
dance of Great-Britain; the Honour and 
true Intereſt of the Crown and the Rights 
and Liberties of the Subject; thereby 
moſt effectually ſecuring the Affection of 
the People to IIS Majxsry and bis 
luſtrous Family. 
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Now (in the Name of common Senſe) 
wherein has their Loyalty or their diſin- 
tereſtedneſs been thus eminently conſ- 
picuous? Was it in taking advantage of 
the Circumſtances of the Times, and the 


Diſtreſſes of their King and Country, to 
force themſelves into Adminiſtration: 


and when admitted there, aſſuming a dic- 
tatorial and excluſive Power? Was it 
in forming a family-Monopoly of all the 
moſt lucrative, as well as moſt important 
offices of the State? Did their Loyalty 
and Affection for their Sovereign appear 


in adding to his publick Cares, the An- 


xieties and Afflictions of domeſtic Diſtreſs? 
Their Duty and their Gratitude, their 
Love and Reverence for his Perſon, great 
as they themſelves profeſs, are certainly 


due to his Virtues ; to his paternal Ten- 
derneſs for his People. How have they 


ſhewn 


1 
ſhewn them? By an open and inſolent 
Oppoſition to his Meaſures, by perſonal 
Inſults, while their zeal for his illuſtrious 


| - Houſe was diſplayed in calumniating one 


Branch of it, infuſing Jealouſies into ano- 
ther, and ſowing © Diſſentions e. 
them all. | 


'Whetein-has their boaited Scheme of 


publick Oeconomy, and leſſening the ex- 


tent of Miniſterial Influence appeared? 
Did either of them reſign any part of 
their own great Sallaries, as an Example 
to their Dependents and Relations? What 
Benefit is the publick likely to receive 


from the. Suppreſſion of a little paultry 
Board, when the Officers of it are to have 


Penſions for Life, equal (at leaſt) to their 
preſent Sallaries, whilſt others muſt be 
1 for doing that, which was their Bu- 

32 ſineſs 


„ 

ſineſs? Will they as Penſioners be leſs 
dependant than as Place- Men? A frugal 
Scheme, no doubt, of leflening the public 
Expence, and reducing the Exorbitance 
of miniſterial Influence! In what Inſ- 
tances theſe noble Efforts for deſtroying 
Corruption have appeared, I confeſs: my- 
{elf totally ignorant, or indeed what op- 
portunities, during their ſhort Adminiſ- 
tration, the Gentlemen could have poſ- 
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Did their love of Virtue ak their 
country influence a fingte man amongſt 
them to afliſt their diſtreſſed Country 
and quicken the neceſſary ſupplies by a 
liberal Supſcription i in the new Funds at a 
manifeſt Diſadvantage of 12 per Cent? 
Was their zeal for the Inquiry always 


real 


W 


. real and impartial, or did they, at the 6 


of their great dy of Fa; 


( 3$. 3 


que of violating one of the fundamental 


'Privileges of Parliament, and of injuring 
the Honor of their Sovereign, endeavous 


to ſcreen a Man, whom the law of the 
Land, and the Civil as well as Military 
Judges had condemned? Is it certain 
that they ſtill are ſerious in the Proſecu 
tion of othets, againſt whofe Conduct 
they once ſo loudly inveighed; or has 
ſome. ſecret Compromiſe to. ſecure their 
own return to Power abated. the Violence 


—_ 


| . have Lu hows their Vigi- 
lance to ſupport the Glory and Indepen- 


dance of Great- Britain ? 


Does the Compliment, by the Inde- 


PORE" of Great- Britain mean her 
having 


(14 ) 
aving no "RIO" ny — upon 
the Continent? If it does What a 
Reflection does it imply on the Policy 
of Elizabeth, who at ſo great an Expence 
fomented the Troubles of France and 
Flanders what an Encomium on the 
Wiſdom of her immediate Succeſſor, who 
permitted the formidable Growth of the 
Houſe of Auſtria; and on the Patriotiſm 
of his two Grand-Sons, who ſuffered the 
more dangerous A grandizement of 2 
Houſe of Bourbon? | 


Has not 8 ( the Touch-flone of 
Truth) been yet able to convince the Com- 
mon Council that Britain ſingly is not 
a Match for France, and can we reaſon- 
ably expect Aſſiſtance from other Powers, 
if we lay it down as an invariable Maxim, 
never 


re ET 
never to aſſiſt them in return? May 
not the Right-Honourable Gentlemen 


think themſelves injured by having this ab- 


ſurd Principle imputed to them? Did not 


one of them, when formerly in Place, 


juſtify a ſubſidiary Meaſute, which he 
had before harrangued againſt with equal 
Eloquence and Sincerity? And have they 
not, both of them this very Seſſions, ſub- 
ſidized to a foreign, nay a German Prince? 
or would the Orator inſinuate, and does 
he imagine any Man ſo weak as to believe, 
that becauſe they began with £ 200000, 


our two popular Guardians meant to go 
no farther. | 


What have they done ſor the Honour 


| and true Intereſt of the Crown? Had 


they any Merit in ſending, or rather could 
they 


(6) 
they avoid ſending thoſe'Foroes to Ame- 
rica, which had been raifed by their Pre- 
deceſſots for that very Porpoſe? Was the 
return of the foreign Troops owing to 
the Vigilance of either of the Gentlemen, 


or to the Dangers and Diſtreſſes of their 


own Country? Was it to the King's Ho- 
nour, that his Exchequer was for ſome 
days unable to anſwer the current De- 
mands of thoſe, ho had advanced Money 


to the Pablick upon the Malt and Land 


Tax? 


In what fiogle Inſtance have they ſup- 
ported the juſt Rights and Liberties of 
the Subject ? For in what ſingle Inſtance 
have their Rights and Liberties been 
attacked? Is not the Inſinuation an Af. 
front to Majeſty ? Is it not particularly 

urngrateful 


5 
e to a King, who has always 
made the Laws, the rule of his Conduct? 
Is not the Compliment a delicate Reproof 
to the Gentleman, who violated the Rights 
of the People in one of the moſt eſſential 
privileges of their Repreſentatives? If not 
in particular Inſtances, has the general 
Conduct of the Right. Honourable Gen- 
tlemen really t tended to ſecure the Aﬀec- | 
tions of the People, to his Majeſty and 
his illuſtrious Family ? 


Are the Inſinuations, which they 
have propagated, or at leaſt left uncon- 
tradicted, (of their being the Victims of 
Hanover and the Martyrs of Great Britain) 
calculated to that pious Enid. 


= F 
4 E w £4 ” 


1 
Was it for him they aſſociated them- 
ſelves with Men, whoſe principles they 
formerly deteſted ? And has their Elo- 
quence been able to convert one of theſe, 
their new Friends, to the cauſe of Liberty 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion ? 


But why is the Motion totally filent 
about the Genius and Abilities of the two 
Patriots in Politics and the Finances ? Has 
not their truely Honourable, tho' ſhort | 
Adminiſtration, furniſhed them with a 
ſingle Inſtance of their Skill and Dexterity 
in either? Why is there no mention of the 
Protection given to our Trade and Navi- 
gation, during that happy Period? could 
a mercantile Aſſembly forget theſe inte- 
reſting Objects? or was it becauſe the re- 
memberance of them afforded no room 
for Panegyrick ? Or was the Orator fearful 
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of advancing what the late immenſe 


Loſſes of our Merchants and Inſurers ſo 


feelingly contradict? What then has | 


called for theſe peculiar Honours ? Was 


it that the two favourite Gentlemen were 
upon Tryal found unequal to the weight 
of Adminiſtration and were therefore 
diſmiſſed from H1s MaJzsTy's Service? 
Is not this a glaring Inſult upon the 
Crown ? Is it thus the City declare their 
Loyalty and Affection to their King, and 


their Love for their Country? Are ſuch 
Declarations likely to compoſe our diffe- 


rences at home, and make us formidable 
abroad? But who is he, who thus preſumes, 
tho' indirectiy, to dictate to his Sovereign; 
thus declames againſt Corruption, pretends 
to applaud Integrity, Loyalty and Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs; thus ſounds the Alarm to his 


fellow Citizens? Was not the Motion 


made 


„ ) 
made by the al of chat impartial 


Hiſtory of England, compiled by the late 
Reverend and memorable Mr, Carte, who 
in the Reign of William the firſt has tra- 
duced the Revolution and attempted to 
prove the indefeazable hereditary Right of 
the Pretender to the Crown. of this King- 
dom by a String of pretended Miracles ? 
Are not they, who ſo earneſtly ſolicited 
this meaſure the Men who voted a Pen- 
fion to the Reverend Nonjuring Writer ? 
Are not ſome of theſe very diſintereſted 
Citizens ſquabling amongſt themſelves for 
City Places and lucrative Jobbs ? Doi ſuch 
Characters reflect any Honor bither upon 
thoſe they praiſe, or thoſe whom , 
b F ? | 


Will not the Honeſt and Unwary, who 


have been drawn into this inflamatory 
Meaſure 


es? 


ure 


x. 21 ) 1 
Meifunttirembls to reflect, PPT EY well- 


meaning Anceſtors were by the like pre- 


tences to Virtue and Patriotiſm induced to 


take ſuch ſteps as neceſſarily led to the 


Murder of their Sovereign and the ruin of 
cheir Church . | 


4 


Does IN Hiſtory (that hey f allt 
inform them, that many of thoſe declamers 


were the ſecret Tools of France to improve 
the dilaffection, which the Errors of that 


unhappy Reign hal b but too Jultly x raiſed ? 


But to conclude ; let me only aſk every 
Honeſt, every diſpaſſionate Man, whether 
at all Times, it is not the Intereſt of King 


and People to unite, more particularly, | 
when a powerful Enemy i is at the Gate, 


and if it is not by ſuch a Union alone, 
that we can 8 to eſtabliſh the Ho- 


| nour 


\ 


2 22 ) 
nour, Safety and. Prof jury of the Bri- 


| tiſh, Empire? 


May we not os reſt contented with 
the paternal regard, which -His MA- 
JESTY hath ſhewn to the juſt Complaints 
of this People, and from the F irmneſs, 
with which 1 in-a late Inſtance, he maip- 


tained his Promiſe to them, may we 


not confide i in his Juſtice to puniſh any 
Miniſters (ho ever they may be) that 
ſhall preſume to ſwerve from the Duty, 
they owe to Him wa their came xt 
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